
Dear Eden Families, 
 
I am quite happy to report that the return to full five days of in-school instruction for our PK-6 students 
has been successful!  It is both heartwarming and a relief to have students back in the classrooms at 
GLP, Eden Elementary and of course our 6th grade students.  This change has brought renewed hope 
that a level of normalcy will soon return to our entire school district.  The return of students has 
brought with it an incredible upsurge in energy in school buildings.  The students clearly are happy to 
be back with their classmates and their teachers.  The excitement at renewing friendships is evident in 
the hallways, lunchrooms and classrooms!  There is an awful lot of teaching and learning going on 
too!   
 
I certainly wish the return to full in-school instruction included our students in grades 7-12.  As 
mentioned in previous correspondence, the current guidelines and building constraints do not allow for 
a full return of our secondary students at this time.  Of course we have seen throughout the past year 
that guidelines can be adjusted, often with little notice.  Our implementation teams will continue to 
prepare for the possibility of secondary students returning to school should the NYSDOH allow for a 
reduction in social distancing.  The implementation teams at all buildings will also begin to discuss and 
plan for the return to school in September.  This past year has been a learning experience that required 
perseverance and patience for all involved.  Our teams will continue to use the lessons learned to plan 
for an effective instructional program with the goal of having full in-person instruction district wide.   
 
While this has certainly been a school year like no other, I am proud of the efforts of teachers, support 
staff, coaches, administrators and students who all worked together to develop and implement some 
traditional school related activities. Events at GLP, EE, and the Middle/High school provided a sense of 
normalcy, opportunities for recognition, and supported the well-rounded educational pursuits of our 
student body.  Academic activities and recognitions, an almost full cadre of athletic offerings, an award
-nominee musical, art competition entries, plans for musical performances, field days, senior activities, 
and of course plans for graduation all have helped our students to feel connected to school during this 
most disconnected of school years. 
 
Part of every school year is dedicated to planning in earnest for the following year.  The budget 
development process started during the mid-winter months.  Each administrator and department head 
was tasked with deeply examining expenditures as well as with developing long range plans.  The 
result of this team effort and long range planning is Budget Proposition #1 that includes a 0% tax levy 
increase.   The budget proposal was designed in recognition of how the difficult economic times have 
affected the entire school community.  Part of the long-term planning process was the development of 
a strategic bus and equipment replacement schedule.  Proposition #2 on the ballot asks voters to 
approve the use of reserve funds to keep the replacement cycle intact, so that a safe fleet of vehicles 
can be counted on to transport students.  Proposition #3 asks for approval to use reserve funds 
towards the reinvestment in technology to support the educational program.  Please remember that 
use of reserve funds has no tax impact. 
 
The budget vote and Board of Education Member election is Tuesday, May 18th from 9AM-9PM in the 
Middle/High School auditorium foyer.  The budget vote will be in-person following all safety protocols: 
please wear a mask, stay 6 feet apart,  and plan to answer a few health screening questions.  Absentee 
ballot applications can be obtained by emailing the District Clerk at absenteeballot@edencsd.org.   

Finally, I ask that all eligible voters participate in this year's budget vote; doing so will be viewed as a 
sign of support for the district’s teachers, 
support staff and of course its students! 
 
Thanks and be well, 
 
Jeff 

 
Jeffrey A. Sortisio 
Superintendent 
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1.) 27th District Congressional Art 
Show sponsored by Congressman Jacobs 
occurred on Saturday, April 24th at 11:00 
am. Entering the show were senior art 
students, Mary Kate Schmitz- "When Life 
is Sour...", Eliana Mormina- "Beyond 
Words", and Anna Mangialomini- "Gravity 
is Just a Habit." Special thank you to 
John Pugliese at Lifetime Framing in 
Orchard Park, NY for donating materials 
and helping put together Mary Kate's mat 
and frame that was built by Mr. 
Saramak.  

 
2.) Studio in art students had several 

entries in the "Digies, Digital Media 
Festival," sponsored by Erie 2 BOCES. 
The students created digital mosaics in 
Google Drawings.  

 
3.) Senior, Mary Kate Schmitz, 

entered her poster design in the annual 
"Taste of Buffalo" poster contest. Winners 
have not been announced.  

From the High School Art 
Department  
By Lisa Alessi-Nicastro 
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This photo was taken  on Monday, April 26th 
at the entrance to the Eden Elementary School, 
where Principal LaRosa was doing morning bus 
duty.   

Mrs. LaRosa and a student were welcoming 
students back to school four days a week with 
some welcome back balloons.   

On Monday, May 3rd, students in grades K-6 
returned to school five days a week.  Students 
and parents alike were ecstatic! 

 

The FCC announced that on May 12, 2021, eligible households will be able to 
apply for the Emergency Broadband Benefit. 

In announcing the official launch date, Acting Chairwoman 
Jessica Rosenworcel stated:  

“Families in every corner of the country have been struggling to get online 
throughout this pandemic. For those families, we now say help is around the 
corner. In less than two weeks, we will have a new way for disconnected 
Americans to access the internet to carry out their day-to-day life, so they can 
reach the virtual classroom, take advantage of telehealth, and seek new 
employment opportunities.”  

 Beginning on May 12 households can apply in three ways:  
1. Contact your preferred participating broadband provider directly to learn 

about their application process.   
2. Go to https://www.getemergencybroadband.org/ to apply online and to find 

participating providers near you.  
3. Call 833-511-0311 for a mail-in application, and return it along with proof of 

eligibility to: Emergency Broadband Support Center  
P.O. Box 7081   
London, KY 40742  

Materials that partners can use to help promote the Emergency Broadband 
Benefit to the communities they serve will be available soon on www.fcc.gov/
emergency-broadband-benefit-outreach-toolkit. 

Earlier this week the FCC hosted a webinar that provided an overview of the 
benefit, eligibility criteria, how to apply, and the FCC’s partner toolkit materials. If 
you missed the event live, a recording can be viewed online at https://
www.fcc.gov/news-events/events/2021/04/emergency-broadband-benefit-webinar
-consumers-and-outreach-partners 

Emergency Broadband Benefit 
By Lucinda Karstedt 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-372014A1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
https://www.fcc.gov/emergency-broadband-benefit-providers
http://www.fcc.gov/emergency-broadband-benefit-outreach-toolkit
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Notice to All Seniors and Their Parents: 

Scholarships for Academic Excellence will be awarded to four seniors at Eden 
High School pending appropriation of State funds. Eden qualifies for one 
scholarship at $1,500 and three scholarships at $500 each. These awards are 
renewable for up to four academic years of undergraduate study. 

The eligibility requirements include: 
1. Each scholarship recipient must graduate from a New York State high school 

by the end of the 2020-2021 school year. 
2. Each scholarship recipient must be a legal resident of New York State for at 

least one year prior to September 30, 2020. 
3. In order to use the benefits of this scholarship, the recipient must be in 

attendance as a full-time matriculated student at an approved New York State 
post-secondary institution by the fall 2021 semester. Students who enroll in an 
out-of-state institution in fall 2021 are not eligible and must forfeit the award. 

The selection criteria that will be used must be in accordance with the following 
State requirements: The high school shall select their nominees by using current 
class rank. 

Pictured here are Bunnies created for Easter celebration in Ms. Chiavetta’s 
classroom, Cat in the Hat read by Mrs. Heidt, Students in Mrs. Chatwood’s class 
on the playground, Students in Mrs. Wulf’s class on the playground and Rainbow 
Decorations made by Ms. Chiavetta’s students.  
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William Archabald, of Eden Middle School, was the 
winner of the Conversation Heart Guessing Game in 
February.   

William guessed within five hearts the correct 
number of hearts in the container.   

Congratulations to William! 

Conversation Heart Guessing Contest 
By Olivia Doctor 

February:   

Grade 3: 
Ryder Rinaldi, Reed Kannisto, 

Natalie Andrews, Zeke Tillotson, 
Rivin Masters. 

Grade 4: 
Colin Singleton, Chloe Wierzba, 

Maliah Korst, Lily Schmitt, Nolan 
Osinski, Rylin Miller. 

Grade 5: 
Joseph Bojczuk, Lilly Koszelak, 

Elizabeth Meyer, Richard Drewniak. 

March: 
Grade 3:  Samantha 

Tepfenhart, Lily Paluch, 
Cristian Indalecio, Austin 
Brocious, Maya Wittmeyer, 
Emma DellaPenta. 

Grade 4:  
Owen Waters, Owen Wiles, 

Gavin Hallick, Claire Fultz, Ean 
Flowers. 

Grade 5:  
Emma Thomas, Delaney 

Jobe, Cali Nappo, Darian 
Mazur.

Eden Elementary Students in the Spotlight 
By Lisa Postle 

APRIL: 
Grade 3: 
Graham DellaPenta, Penny Ford, 

Laveda Spitale, Kara Perison, Peter 
Bugenhagen. 

Grade 4: 
Trevor Horschel, Mallory Ritz, 

Isaac Wakelam, Aiden Wierzba, 
Ryan Wojcinski, Ashton Walczak. 

Grade 5: 
Marko Alvarez, Santino Eggleston, 

Noah Schlegel, Zander Walczak. 

Kindness Matters!  Students and staff in Mrs. Heidt’s class pose in their kindness shirts and sweatshirts. 



Congratulations go out to 2021’s Valedictorian, Noah Brosnick, with a 98.617 
average and Salutatorian, Casey Wach, with a 98.569 average.   

Noah is the son of Randy and Lisa Brosnick. 
Casey is the daughter of John Wach and Judith Wach & Martin Ebert. 
 Rounding out the top ten for 2020-2021 are:  

 
Rank         Name      GPA  

3. Cooper, Emma L  97.892 
4. Inserra, Gabrielle M 97.817 
5. Profic, Camille E  97.750 
6. Mormina, Eliana L 97.747 

Rank         Name      GPA 
7. Schmitz, Kaitlyn R 97.695 
8. Gould, Caleb M  97.197 
9. Woodard, Brooke M 96.913 

10. Mangialomini, Anna 96.853 
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Congressman Jacobs Visits AP Government Class 
By Mrs. Hamlett 

Congressman Chris Jacobs come to 
speak to my AP Government class today. 
He was elected in June and took office 
this past July.  

Congressman Jacobs told the students 
about his career leading up to Capitol Hill 
and then spoke about partisanship and 
how it is his biggest worry for 
the country. Mr. Jacobs spoke about the 
day of the insurrection since he was in 
chambers at the time and the students 
asked him questions on why he voted on 
certain matters the way he did.   

Congratulations to the Eden Unified 
Bowling Team for winning 1st Place 
in Division 3! 

2021 Valedictorian & Salutatorian Named 

Congratulations and best wishes to  the Class of 2021! 

Middle School Literacy Pop-Up Night 
Eden Middle School students participated in a Pop-

Up Literacy Night on Wednesday, 
February 10, 2021. 

This year, the literacy night 
was a little different than last 
year.  Students came after school 
hours and picked up a bag filled 
with literacy goodies.  Then, 
using the Eden Middle School 
Student Council Google 
Classroom page, they were able 
to complete some fun activities 
over February break.   

We had great attendance, 
especially under the 
circumstances.  Thank you to all 
that participated.    



Great Success for FBLA Member at Spring District Meeting 
By Joann Ramaekers 
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Congratulations go out to Isabelle Wray for her Outstanding Vocal Performance 
nomination and to Caleb Gould for being one of five finalists as Outstanding 
Leading Actor (recognizing strong performance in Acting, Vocal, and Dance 
categories). 

This is a very different year for the Kenny’s as the competition, for the first 
time, was opened up to all WNY schools. In the end, there were 193 entries from 
50 different schools. To be a finalist in this field of incredible talent is a HUGE 
honor! To use sports as an example: this is like making the sectional finals, but 
with no divisions based on size...everyone from WNY in the same group. It's really 
a remarkable achievement.  

Isabelle's category was narrowed to the best seven Vocal Performances in WNY 
(Male and Female combined), carrying with it a $1,000 scholarship for the winner. 

Caleb's nomination means he and four other Male and five female Leading 
Actor/Actress nominees will attend a week-long bootcamp at Sheas where they 
will be adjudicated further for Best 
Leading Actor/Actress awards. The 
two winners each receive a $2,000 
scholarship and advance to the 
National Jimmy Awards in New 
York City. 

The winners of the Kenny 
Awards will be announced 
Saturday, May 8 at 6:00pm LIVE 
via THIS YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCr4a6q9Qvifr4MCDnKIsdLg 

This February, Emely Proios competed at the Spring 
District Meeting via zoom.  She placed second in Job 
Interview and will advance to the FBLA State 
Competition.  

The requirements for this event were submitting a 
resume, cover letter and a ten-minute job interview 
session via zoom.  She will be competing at the FBLA 
State Leadership Conference later this month.   

Emely is currently the President of FBLA and has 
been a member of this national organization since eighth 
grade.  Congratulations to Emely for her achievements, 
and best wishes as she competes at the next level! 

Musical News 



MISSION: 

In collaboration with the community, the Eden Central School 
District pursues our tradition of excellence in personal and 
academic achievement. We provide a positive and respectful 
learning environment that places students at the heart of all 
activities. Students are afforded the tools and opportunity to 
realize their potential within our global society, while cultivating 
the understanding necessary to fully appreciate their journey. 
        

VISION: 

ECSD is a collaborative 
learning community that 
embraces the individuality of 
each student, educating and 
empowering them to become 
productive citizens in an ever-
changing and diverse society. 

EDEN CENTRAL SCHOOL  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Mr. Donald Sutfin, President  2022 
Mrs. Jennifer Horschel, V. Pres.  2021 
Ms. Cheryl Carpenter            2023 
Mr. Jack Cuddihy   2021 
Mrs. Marlene Grunder   2022 
Mrs. Ellen Kindley            2023 
Mr. Allan Silver    2022 
 
Mr. Jeffrey A. Sortisio, Superintendent 

Barbara Thomasulo & Cathy Dobson,  
Co-Editors 
April 2021 
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Have You Heard of the Eden 
Raiders Early Morning Program?   
 

Eden Central School District offers an 
Early Morning Recreational Program in our 
elementary school gymnasium for students in 
Grades K through 5.  This program was 
designed to provide a needed service by giving 
parents the opportunity to bring their children 
to school prior to the beginning of the regularly 
scheduled school day.  Students are supervised  
from 7:00-8:25 a.m. and engaged in daily low-
impact activities.  K-2 students are then 
transported to GLP for the start of their day, 
and students in grades 3-5 are released to their 
classrooms.  Students can be dropped off 
anytime between 7:00-8:00 a.m., and the cost 
of the program is $7.00 per day, regardless of 
the drop-off time.  You can sign up anytime 
during the year and for one day a week/month 
or everyday!   

The program has been a huge success, and 
we hope to run it again for the next school 
year!   

If you have any interest in the program for 
the remainder of this year or for next year, 
please visit http://www.edencsd.org/Page/4101 
or call 716-992-3636.  

The Morning Program is again 
available Monday through Friday. 

Eden Central School 
8289 N. Main Street 

Eden, NY  14057 
Phone: 716-992-3630 
Fax: 716-992-3656 

Embrace, educate, empower 


